Physical appearance

Shell color: olive-green (their name comes from this!)

Shell shape: almost round/heart-shaped

Skin: grayish-green

Flippers: strong and paddle-like for swimming

Beak: slightly hooked to help grab food

Size: about 2–2.5 ft (60–75 cm)

Weight: about 75–110 lb (34–50 kg)

 Habitat

Live in warm tropical oceans around the world

Spend most of life in the open ocean

Come to sandy beaches only to lay eggs

 Behavior

Excellent long-distance swimmers

Can dive deep to find food

Famous for arribada (mass nesting)

Females return to the same beach where they were born

 Reproduction

Lay about 100 eggs at a time

Nest 2–3 times per season

Eggs hatch after 45–60 days

Baby turtles head to the ocean right after hatching

 Diet

They are omnivores:

Jellyfish

Crabs

Shrimp

Fish

Algae

 Survival traits

Hard shell protects from predators

Camouflage color helps them blend into the ocean

Strong flippers help escape danger quickly
Characteristics of life that do NOT apply (common student mistakes)

Since a sea turtle is a complete organism, all characteristics of life apply.
But students sometimes misunderstand a few things.

Here are examples you can use:

1. “Sea turtles don’t grow.”
Not true — they grow from tiny hatchlings to large adults.

2. “Sea turtles live underwater, so they don’t breathe.”
Sea turtles must come to the surface to breathe air.

3. “Eggs are not alive.”
Sea turtle eggs are alive if they are fertilized, because they can develop into baby turtles.

Helpful comparison for the project

You can show students the difference between the organism and its parts:

Sea turtle → alive

Turtle shell (after the turtle dies) → once alive

Plastic turtle toy → never alive

Example student explanation

Students could write:

A sea turtle is alive because it grows, breathes, uses energy, and reproduces. It shows all the characteristics of life.
Ah — you need evidence examples students can use for sea turtles (for the Alive / Once Alive / Never Alive project).

Here are clear examples they can use in their projects.

Evidence examples — Sea turtle (Alive)

Students should connect their evidence to the characteristics of life.

Growth

Sea turtles hatch from eggs and grow into large adults.

Energy use

Sea turtles eat plants, jellyfish, and other sea animals to get energy.

Breathing

Sea turtles have lungs and must come to the surface to breathe air.

Movement

Sea turtles swim long distances in the ocean.

Reproduction

Female sea turtles lay eggs on beaches.

Cells

Like all animals, sea turtles are made of living cells.

Response to environment

Hatchlings move toward the ocean after they hatch.

Example student sentence

You can give students this model:

The sea turtle is alive because it grows, uses energy, breathes air, reproduces, and is made of cells.

Possible disagreement example

Students could also include this:

Someone might think a sea turtle shell is alive, but the shell by itself is once alive because it was part of a living turtle.
Classification decision (student explanation)

Students can write something like this:

The sea turtle is classified as alive because it shows all the characteristics of life. It grows from a hatchling into an adult, uses energy from food, breathes air with lungs, moves in the ocean, and reproduces by laying eggs.

Simple version for students

You could also give them this shorter model:

Classification: Alive
Reason: A sea turtle grows, breathes, eats, moves, and reproduces.
Possible disagreement — Sea turtle

Example 1: Turtle shell
Students might say:

“The shell is alive because it is part of the turtle.”

Others may say it is not alive.

Correct reasoning:

A sea turtle (the organism) → alive

A shell separated from the turtle → once alive

Example 2: Sea turtle egg
Students may disagree:

Some think the egg is not alive.

Others think it is alive.

Correct reasoning:
A fertilized sea turtle egg is alive because it can grow into a baby turtle.

Example student explanation
You could give them this model:

Some people may think a sea turtle egg is not alive because it does not move. However, it is alive because it can grow into a baby turtle.
